453. THE TRANSVAAL INDIAN PROTEST
The great Indian meeting1 held in the old Empire Theatre has already
begun to bear fruit. The Rand Daily Mail has ridiculed the meeting by
setting up a false comparison between the Bengal partition agitation and
the movement against the Draft Ordinance of the Transvaal, which culmi-
nated in the great demonstration recently held in Johannesburg. The
ridicule shows that the importance of the meeting was felt. The Star has
gone into hysterics over the meeting. It incites South Africans to inaugurate
an agitation for physical expulsion of the Indians from the Transvaal by
way of answer to the British Indian resolve to offer passive resistance to
the Ordinance.
Neither The Daily Mail nor The Star has taken the trouble to study
or understand the Ordinance.. To them it is a harmless process of regis-
tration. If the Ordinance had been given its proper title, namely, an
'ordinance for the identification of suspects or criminals', instead of being
misdescribed as a registration ordinance, perhaps our contemporaries would
have realized its horror. It is not necessary, as The Daily Mail puts it,
to impute to the Government any studied desire to subject Indians to un-
necessary indignity. The Ordinance speaks for itself. Let it be under-
stood that Indians already hold registration certificates giving particulars,
including thumb-prints, in order to identify the holders with the certificates.
The new Ordinance now provides for a process of identification to be
hereafter devised by regulations subject to change from time to time.
The Star, which seems to enjoy official confidence, informs us that the
new system of identification will be drastic enough to ensure detection
of abuse or misuse of certificates. Even without the information given by
The Star, it is only reasonable to suppose that the new system must be
stricter than the present one, as Mr. Duncan, with a self-assurance that
is astounding, has declared that the present system is inadequate. We
have reason to believe that Mr, Duncan, up to the eve of the first reading
of the Ordinance, was not aware of the system in vogue. This, however,
is by the way, and'quite in keeping with the general ignorance and in-
difference displayed about Indian matters in the Transvaal.
The first registration under the British regime was a voluntary act
by the Indian community. This self-effacing courtesy has been misinter-
preted by the Government as2 a docility of nature that would stand any
strain and any indignity. If The Star, thinks that the Indian is bora to suffer
any ignominy, a meeting such as the one that has agitated our contem-
porary, was necessary, if only to disabuse it of the idea.
Neither the ridicule of The Daily Mail MX the wild threats of The Star
lFfcfe "The Mass Meeting", pp. 419-23.
2 The original has " *.. misinterpreted by the Government into...".